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ability to perform necessary functions,
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including, for example, the strength or
toughness required for a particular

application. However, some polymeric
materials have properties that limit their

usefulness in certain applications. For
instance, many polymeric materials are

incapable of functioning as a package for
highly volatile materials, such as, for example,

volatile fragrances. In addition, when
polymeric materials are exposed to high levels
of heat, as, for example, in a microwave oven,
they may melt or thermally degrade in ways
that can deleteriously affect the properties of
the materials. Furthermore, many polymeric
materials may be potentially hazardous or

toxic, or may produce flammable or explosive
byproducts, which are undesirable in many
applications. To render certain polymeric

materials suitable for use as a package for
volatile materials, certain polymeric materials

have been formulated with a gas barrier
additive, such as a paraffin, fatty acid, wax, or

the like. These additives prevent the
penetration of, for example, oxygen or water
vapor into the package through the walls of
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the polymeric material. However, these
additives may also be present in the volatile

material, and the formation of such a
polymeric package may not be desirable
where the gas barrier properties of the

additive are deleterious. Furthermore, such
packages may be unsuitable for use where a
high level of gas permeability is desired. This
is particularly true in the case of microwave-

safe packages 1cdb36666d
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