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way to ensure a process call will finish in C I have a situation where I want to periodically

check on a process (launchd or cron daemon) and if the process is not running, just start it
using launchd. How can I ensure the process will finish? I guess the best way would be to use
a semaphore in the parent to prevent other threads from using the process, but is that safe?
A: Is it safe? Probably, since there can't really be contention as the system will only have one

copy of the daemon running at a time, you have to watch out for the signal handler that
signals when the process ends, so unless you kill it the parent program will keep it around. Is
it "clean"? Probably not, since locking it out for 10 seconds, or 10 minutes, even if that's all
you have to do, seems like a dirty thing to do, but in this case, since you're communicating
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control over how long it takes for the daemon to exit, this is probably the only way to be sure.
If you were going to do something more complicated, you might want to use a third-party

daemon to run your own process, to not have to worry about it. Q: What is the smallest value
that could be stored in a signed two's complement integer register? I have been trying to find

the answer to this problem without much success. What is the smallest value that could be
stored in a signed two's complement integer register? A: $$-2^{31} = \bigg\lfloor -2^n \
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