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Under natural conditions, the abundance of *C. obsoletus* and *C. scoticus* does not significantly

change with elevation. This result might seem surprising, because temperature decreases with
increasing elevation (Fig. [2](#ece33127-fig-0002){ref-type="fig"}B). However, at the European level,

elevation seems to be a more important factor than temperature in structuring *C. obsoletus* and
*C. scoticus* populations. Indeed, altitude exhibits a higher explanatory power than temperature, and it

is the most influential variable in the top model. A similar result has been found for *C. dubitans* in
North America, where altitude was a better predictor than mean annual temperature and precipitation

(Larkin et al., [2014](#ece33127-bib-0022){ref-type="ref"}). Altitude has a significant effect on the
abundance of *C. obsoletus*, and its positive effect is similar to temperature: At low altitudes, larval

populations are mainly composed e79caf774b
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